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Natural Resources and Renewables 
Office of the Deputy Minister 

PO Box 698 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada  B3J 2T9 

In Reply Please Quote File Number: 2022-00949-DNRR 
 
 
September 21, 2022 
 

 
Dear  
 
Re: You are entitled to part of the information you requested – 2022-00949-DNRR 
 
Natural Resources and Renewables received your application for access to information under 
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act on June 15, 2022. 
 
In your application, you requested a copy of the following records: 
  
All records, including emails, related to the department's review of an application by 
the Whale Sanctuary Project to establish a whale sanctuary near Port Hilford, N.S. 
(Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2021 To 06/15/2022) (Date Range for 
Record Search: From 1/1/2021 To 6/14/2022) 
  
You are entitled to part of the records requested. However, we have removed some of the 
information from this record according to subsection 5(2) of the Act. The severed information 
is exempt from disclosure under the Act for the following reasons: 
  

 
• Section 12: information which could harm intergovernmental relations or 

information received in confidence from another government. 
 
12(1)(a)(iii), The head of a public body may refuse to disclose information that could 
reasonably be expected to harm the conduct by the Government of Nova Scotia of 
relations between an aboriginal government 

  
• Section 14: advice by or for a public body or minister. 

 
14(1), The head of a public body may refuse to disclose to an applicant information 
that would reveal advice, recommendations or draft regulations developed by or for a 
public body or a minister. 
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• Section 15: information related to law enforcement and security. 
 
15(1)(k), The head of a public body may refuse to disclose information to an applicant if 
the disclosure could reasonably be expected to harm the security of any property or 
system, including a building, a vehicle, a computer system, or a communications system. 
 

• Section 20: unreasonable invasion of personal privacy. 
  
20(1), The head of a public body shall refuse to disclose personal information to an 
applicant if the disclosure would be an unreasonable invasion of a third party’s personal 
privacy. 

 
• Section 21: business confidential information. 

 
21(1), The head of a public body shall refuse to disclose to an applicant information that 
would reveal commercial, financial information of a third party.  

 
The remainder of the records are enclosed.  
  
You have the right to ask for a review of this decision by the Information Access and Privacy 
Commissioner (formerly the Review Officer). You have 60 days from the date of this letter to 
exercise this right. If you wish to ask for a review, you may do so on Form 7, a copy of which is 
attached. Send the completed form to the Information Access and Privacy Commissioner, P.O. 
Box 181, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2M4.  
 
Please be advised that a de-identified copy of this disclosure letter and the attached response 
to your FOIPOP application will be made public after 14 days. The package will be posted online 
at https://openinformation.novascotia.ca/. The letter will not include your name, address or any 
other personal information that you have supplied while making your application under FOIPOP. 
 
Please contact Lauren Smith at 902-424-3786 or by e-mail at lauren.smith@novascotia.ca, if you 
need further assistance regarding this application.  
   
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Karen M. Gatien 
Deputy Minister  
 
Attachment 
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